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W H A T  I S  A  D O N O R  A D V I S E D  F U N D ?
The Donor-Advised Fund is the Foundation’s 
most flexible option for giving. It allows donors 
to make a charitable gift when it best suits their 
planning needs then recommend grants to 
nonprofits annually.

W H A T  A R E  T H E  B E N E F I T S  O F 
G I V I N G  T H R O U G H  A  D O N O R 
A D V I S E D  F U N D ?
The donor receives an immediate tax deduction 
on his or her initial gift that establishes the 
fund and any subsequent donations directly to 
the fund. The Foundation takes care of writing 
checks, distributing grants, filing paperwork, and 
conducts due diligence on each grant recipient.

H O W  D O  I  E S T A B L I S H  A  D O N O R 
A D V I S E D  F U N D ?
It takes just one simple form to set up a fund that 
can be added to whenever the donor wishes.

W H O  C A N  A C T  A S  A  F U N D  A D V I S O R ?
Donors may name themselves or others as the 
advisors to recommend grants from the fund. 
Donors may also authorize, in writing, a succes-
sor advisor to make recommendations for grants 
either during the donors’ lifetime or upon the 
donors’ death.

H O W  D O  I  M A K E  G R A N T S  F R O M  M Y  F U N D ?
Advisors to the fund may submit grant requests in writing whenever 
he or she would like to make a grant. We have launched a secure 
online portal for donor advisors in which recommendations can be 
made and electronic versions of statements can be accessed.

H O W  D O  I  K E E P  T R A C K  O F  M Y  G R A N T M A K I N G ?
The Foundation will issue detailed quarterly statements on the fund.

H O W  S O O N  W I L L  M Y  G R A N T  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N 
B E  P R O C E S S E D ?
Donor-advised grant recommendations will typically be processed 
within 14 days of the donor recommendation.

M A Y  I  M A K E  A  G R A N T  A N O N Y M O U S L Y ?
Yes. The donor may request that grants be made anonymously.

M A Y  I  M A K E  G R A N T S  T O  M Y  C O L L E G E  O R  C H U R C H ?
Yes. Grants may be made to tax exempt organizations qualifying un-
der Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, to government 
entities, or to religious organizations.

W I L L  M Y  G R A N T  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S  A L W A Y S 
B E  H O N O R E D ?
In order to meet Treasury regulations for Donor-Advised Funds, the 
Board of Trustees cannot be bound by the advice of the advisor 
and must maintain the right to distribute funds in accordance with 
its charitable purpose. It is rare that a recommendation will not be 
honored, but in that event, the advisor will be notified and offered 
the opportunity to make an alternate suggestion.

M A Y  I  F U L F I L L  A  P L E D G E  O R  P A Y  F O R  A  M E M B E R -
S H I P  T H R O U G H  A  D O N O R  A D V I S E D  F U N D ?
In order to meet Treasury regulations for donor-advised funds, 
grants may not be used for pledges or to receive any benefit such 
as tickets to events, gifts, or memberships that carry more than a 
token value. The Treasury regulations are designed to ensure that 
donors do not receive a maximum charitable deduction at the time 
of the gift and still maintain control over the gift or receive benefits 
from the gift.

M A Y  I  M A K E  A  G R A N T  D I R E C T L Y  T O  A  S T U D E N T  O R 
T O  S U P P O R T  A  P O L I T I C A L  C A N D I D A T E ?
The Foundation is prohibited from making grants to individuals, 
political parties, organizations that discriminate on the basis of sex, 
race, age, religion, or national origin, or organizations that are on 
the United States Department of the Treasury Specially Designated 
Nationals list (often referred to as the Terrorist List).


